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Our daily lives are filled with     
choices. Good choices leave little to 

chance. I just keep thinking about the State 
Convention and the wise choice all those First 
Timers made to attend. We had a wonderful 
Convention and the First Timers raised the 
roof on the excitement level. I am still thinking 
about the Convention and excited to see the 
growth in our Chapter. As we grow in numbers 
it’s also important for our new members to 
gain knowledge, confidence and camaraderie 
in their positions with  the postal service and    
being a part of our Chapter. First Timers, I 
hope to see you in St Louis and at the fall     
conference. Keep your eye on the publication 
for information and reach out to one of us if 
you need anything. 

I want to thank all of the faithful members and 
especially our retirees who have been making 
the choice to support the chapter through thick 
and thin since joining. Georgia has been so 
blessed with loyal, loving members that make 
excellent mentors. I had the pleasure of  
spending that week with my mentor Nancy 
Chapman. It was priceless!  
 
As a chapter of a great organization our goal is 
to help you become high impact leaders in  
every situation by your choices and not chance. 
 
My best wishes go with each of you for a      
successful career one day at a time. 
 
 

 Editor — Scarlet Middleton 

~What Brings You Joy?~ 

As human beings, we need more than 
food, air, water, and shelter.  In each of us lies a 
powerful need for the heart to be nourished. 
Just as a plant will wither without adequate  
water, so too our hearts can lose a certain    
quality of buoyancy, moisture, and brightness 
without adequate nourishment.  

To do any kind of work and especially the       
demanding work of postmaster and managers 
requires both external and internal resources. 
We need resilience and strength to persevere 
through any given day. And there’s nothing 
quite like joy to bring resilience and strength to 
the heart.   

There are countless ways to access and            
experience joy. It’s one of the gifts that God 
gives us in being alive that we can take delight 
in so many ways! Yet all of them seem to rest on 
the ability to receive. To feel joy, we must be 
willing to let things in, to allow ourselves to be 
touched by life. Even the joy we feel in an act of 
giving depends on our ability to receive the 
beauty of contributing, the gratitude of the     
recipient, or the kindness in our own heart. 

The great strength of joy is that it isn’t             
dependent on getting what we want or            
experiencing pleasant things. It’s an inner    
happiness that comes from simply being       
connected to our experience, be it pleasant,   
unpleasant, or neutral. It’s an inborn quality of 
joyful interest that arises when the heart/mind 
touches felt experience directly. When            
sustained, this can give way to a deep and      
inescapable satisfaction. It takes practice to find 
the good, to let things in, and to remember joy. 
We aren’t promised tomorrow!  It’s a wonderful 
practice to train your attention to notice and 
drink in the good. 

I find joy in many things. I 
have learned to slow down 
my busy pace and take 
time out with family & 
friends more often than I 
did when I was younger. 
One of the things that 
brings me great joy (like 
many of you)  is my    
granddaughter, Sloan.   

 President—Becky Manley 

  ~ Good Choices ~ 
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Dreams can become a reality. A few 

days ago, I had the   privilege of attending my 

daughter’s medical residency program         

graduation. She has now achieved her goal of 

becoming a board-certified Family Medicine 

doctor. I must admit it has been quite a journey 

from a toy doctor’s bag to seeing her masked 

and  covered coming from an overnight shift in 

a COVID unit to watching a strong, confident 

woman accept her awards. What awards are 

waiting for you if you have the courage to chase 

your dreams? 

I once read those goals are dreams with      

deadlines. I believe that is true.  I hope you still 

have dreams that become goals. If you don’t, I 

encourage you to find one or more to work        

towards. If you do, I would love to hear about 

them and encourage you if I can. Remember, 

you must know where you are going to            

formulate a plan to get there or to even know 

when you are lost. I know that sometimes it 

seems like you are always pedaling uphill just to 

survive and it’s tempting to coast when you can. 

The problem with coasting is you are losing 

speed unless you are going downhill.  Neither 

one of those are a recipe for success.  

UPMA is a great place to start defining your 

path to your next goal. I encourage everyone 

that tells me they want to move up to join.   Sev-

eral years ago, I joined because I wanted to be a 

Postmaster. I figured a postal leadership organi-

zation could help me. I attended a     meeting 

where I didn’t know anyone and made the dumb 

decision to stay to myself. The whole day would 

have been a bust (except for some good training 

classes), but for the efforts of Louise Nix. She 

sat in a chair beside me and proceeded to ask 

me who I was and what did I want to be? When 

I told her a postmaster, she asked who I had 

told. I realized at that point I had told no one 

and I needed to if I ever wanted to achieve that 

goal. Well, duh!  

That is the final point I want to make. No one 

can invest in your dreams or help you achieve 

your goals if you never share them. Be willing to 

step out in faith in your vision and rise above 

the naysayers. I guarantee you will be glad you 

did. 

 Executive VP/Membership — Angela Collier        

           ~ Dreams Can Become A Reality ~                    
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What a month!  June has come and 

gone in a whirlwind.  What a wonderful        

convention for those who were able to come and 

participate, Thank you!  Great seeing all of you 

and wow at the first timers. A lot of new faces 

and that could not make me any happier!  Now 

on to the National Convention right!  

In case you may have missed the information 

the National Convention 2022 is in St Louis this 

year August 20-26.  Our Postmaster General 

will be there to swear in any new Postmasters 

who have received their appointments from  

November 2021 to the Present.  You do have to 

sign up for the honor, but how amazing would 

that be to be sworn into your office by the PMG 

himself!   I would love to have the picture of all 

our new Postmasters from Georgia and the 

PMG on the cover of the Peaches and Print  

September Cover!  Let us all work to make that 

happen.  

How about another gathering?  That is right! 

Not only is the National convention coming up 

but before you know it fall will not be far        

behind.  In the fall of the year we always try and 

have a fall conference for the state.  This year 

the conference is currently being planned.  The 

dates of November 10-11 are the most probable 

for the conference.  The location is tentatively at 

the Lake Blackshear Resort and Golf Club in 

Cordele, Georgia.  Please plan to attend. We 

want to see all of you first timers to become   

repeat participants.  

Please watch for the more information on all 
upcoming events for the UPMA Local and      
National. Remember there is always updates 
and training available at your UPMA national 
site.  www.unitedpma.org   and updates and of 
course our own   www.gaupma.com. 
Hope you all are having a wonderful summer 
and we look forward to seeing as many of you as 
possible in St. Louis! 

What a great State Convention we 
had!  Thanks Gina, President Becky and all 
committees for all the work in making sure the 
convention was such a success.  Being able to 
spend time with friends we don’t see on a       
regular basis was great!  Now we make         
preparations for the National Convention in   
St. Louis, August 20-26, 2022. Another great      
opportunity for fellowship with friends and up 
to date information from our National Office 
and Postal Headquarters. Newly promoted 
Postmasters will even have the opportunity to 
be Sworn into Office by our Postmaster        
General, Louis DeJoy.   
To help with your expenses to attend the        
National Convention, your Executive Board   
voted to set aside $22,500 to be divided among 
eligible members that attend all meetings     
during the convention. No member will receive 
more than $750 and members on any state or         

national travel are not eligible for the 
funds.  The Chapter will also pay for a Chapter 
dinner one night during the convention.  This is 
just a few of the reasons to consider                 
attending.  Georgia already has approximately 
25 attending. Let us see if we can increase that 
number to 40 or more! Looking forward to    
seeing you in St. Louis! 

 

 Chapter Secretary/Treasurer  - Tammy Cantrell 

~ Looking forward to seeing you in St. Louis! ~ 

2nd VP/Convention Chair – Gina Talley     

~ Summer is Just a Flash – Soon to be a Memory ~ 

http://www.unitedpma.org
http://www.gaupma.com
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 William “Bill” Davis  
Former Georgia NAPUS State President Bill  
Davis passed away February 12, 2022.  Bill and 
his wife Sharon served as our President and 
First Lady in the 90s.  Bill retired in 2002 as        
postmaster of Hinesville & Sharon was         
postmaster of Walthourville until 1994.  Sharon 
passed away on January 17, 2022, while Bill 
passed away some three weeks later.  Bill and 
Sharon both suffered different long term         
illnesses.                     
 
Obituary for William "Billy" Harrison Davis 
Mr. William (Billy) Harrison Davis, age 77, 
passed away on Saturday, February 12th, 2022, 
at Home Senior Living in Cochran, GA.     
Graveside services will be Monday, February 
14th at 1:00pm at Bowers Cemetery in Empire, 
GA. 
 
Mr. Davis born in Warner Robins, Georgia, was 
the son of the late William Davis and Louise 
Harrison Davis. He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Sharon Bell Davis of Thomasville, GA. 
He attended Cochran High School and served in 
the United States Marine Corps. He retired after 
40 years of service, as Postmaster, from the 
United States Postal Service. After retirement 
he enjoyed traveling and afternoon naps in the 
sun. 
 
Mr. Davis is survived by his two sons, Brett 
Emory Davis (Sandy Chalker) of Charleston, SC 
and Matthew Harrison Davis (Marie) of      
Hawkinsville. His sister Cynthia Davis Green of   
Perry, GA. His grandchildren, Erin Gay (Greg) 
of Cochran, Blake Emory Davis (Amanda Todd) 
of Atlanta, GA, Brittany Megan Givens (Nick) of 
Florence, AL, Lauren Elizabeth Davis and   
Lindsey Michelle Davis of Hawkinsville. Three 

great-grandchildren, Aubree Lynn Gay and  
Robert Easton Gay of Cochran and Lila Claire 
Davis of Florence, AL. Niece, Cindi Mullis Ross 
and her daughter Brooke Ross of Columbus, 
GA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sharon Bell Davis 
December 28, 1948 - January 17, 2022 Sharon 
Bell Davis was born December 28, 1948 in    
Cairo, Georgia, she was the daughter of Marie 
Mullis Bell and Wynburn Othell Bell. She is   
preceded in death by her  parents and brother, 
Wynburn Bruce Bell. Sharon was a devoted 
member of Thomasville First United Methodist 
Church. Mrs. Davis loved spending time with 
her family. She loved playing golf and playing 
bridge with her friends. She loved to travel and 
watch the sunset from the beach. 
 
 Sharon is survived by her loving husband Bill 
Davis, her two children, Jason Rawlins and 
Matt Rawlins, her daughter in law Rachel 
Rawlins and her two granddaughters, Harper 
and Olivia Rawlins. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to the ALS             
Association Georgia Chapter. 
 

William “Bill” Davis & Sharon Bell Davis  

In Memory  

Sue Ellen Alberts, Wife of Larry Alberts, Postmaster Retired Morrow 

Wesley “Tres” Fiveash, Postmaster Sylvester 

Prayer List 

Stacy Bryan, Postmaster Adairsville 



10                    Peaches & Print July/August 2022 

 

Legislative/PAC Chairman— Robin Bugg  

 ~ The Man...The Myth...The Legend ~ 

WOW….what a celebration. This        
celebration I’m talking about is the 90th 

birthday of Mr. Bennie Price. Now, I would like to tell 
you a little about this wonderful man. Mr. Bennie 
Price was born on June 6th,1932 in Johnson City, 
GA near Wrightsville, GA. He graduated from 
Wrightsville High School in 1950 and was the star 
running back on the football team. Bennie served in 
the US Army 1950-1953, which included 20 months 
in Korea. He came out of the army and married  
Barbara Holder in 1953 for 35 years.  Bennie and 
Barbara had two sons. Bennie worked as a barber 
in 1954-1966. His career with the United States 
Postal Service began in July 1966, as a political  
appointed postmaster, in McIntyre, GA. He then  
became postmaster of Gordon, GA in 1972. More 
accomplishments kept coming…here are a few 
more: 
 
 Vice-President of Georgia NAPUS 1987 
 President of Georgia NAPUS 1988 
 National NAPUS Vice-President 1997 (serving  

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and Puerto    
Rico) 

 Many, many trips to the Legislative Conference 
in Washington D.C. 

 Retired as Postmaster in 1998 
 Lifetime member of the VFW, American          

Legion, Masonic Lodge, and NAPUS/UPMA 
 After retirement, served as volunteer director of 

Gordon Better Hometown 
 Active member of Gordon First Baptist Church, 

where he has served as volunteer repairmen, 
cook, church treasurer, deacon, Sunday school 
teacher, and choir member 

 For the past 20 years and currently is employed 
part-time by Couey, Reece, Stanley Funeral 
Home 

On July 7, 2007 he married the beautiful Angelyn 
Brantley Sims from Fort Valley, GA. Since that time 
he commutes back and forth, twice a week,         
between Fort Valley and Gordon! 
 
This is truly a man, a myth, and a legend. Bennie 
is so blessed to get the opportunity to have a 90th  
celebration……You know what I see in all of this? 
Bennie has always been a servant to his family, 
friends, and community. I would like to end this   
article with my smile of knowing and honoring    
Bennie….you see friendships like this have so 
much value. Life friendships are the greatest value 
of being a member of UPMA, while working and in 
retirement. I hope you see in the pictures the life, 

love, and laughter of friendships that were           
originated from being a member of UPMA.  
 

You ROCK Bennie Price….hope to see you at 
100! 
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I know this issue of the Peaches and 

Print is all about our state convention, but folks 

if you missed it, it was your loss. Convention 

Chair Gina Tally did an outstanding job in plan-

ning a great convention.  The greatest part of all 

was the attendance we had with our  retirees.  

Our retiree luncheon found us with over 25   

retirees. 

What a great afternoon spent with the         

backbone of UPMA.  These people, who have 

stood the test of time, fought years for our 

rights with the postal service. They supported                 

Postmasters/Managers and should not be 

pushed aside.  Don’t get me wrong, new     

members and new ideas are great however; a 

nice blend of both is the winning combination.   

As I reflect on our retiree luncheon and      

meeting, I am reminded of the time Crawford 

Lovett, Cecil & Lee Pinson, and Joe & Evie 

Bowers were a vital part of the active               

organization.  How they so graciously took this 

young Postmaster and many more, in with open 

arms. You see they wanted us to succeed.  They 

felt seeing any young Postmaster fail was a fail-

ure on their part.  They, along with many more, 

gave so much of themselves in helping those of 

us starting out. Today 43 years later they are 

still here to support and nurture the young ones 

coming in today.   

Active Postmasters/Managers, if you do not 

know this Georgia Chapter Retiree Group, 

please get to know them. They have so much 

knowledge about life, stress, happiness,         

sadness, and UPMA than you could ever         

imagine.  I think you will find yourself a much 

more rounded Postmaster/Manager, as well as 

a person, with their wisdom.   These “recycled 

teenagers” thirst to be wanted and respected, 

embrace this great opportunity you have at 

your fingertips. 

All “recycled        

teenagers” attending 

were certainly        

appreciated          

however; if we could 

have one star it 

would have to be Ms. 

Evie Bowers!!!!!   Ms. 

Evie is the widow of 

Joseph R. “Joe”    

Bowers, Retired Postmaster, Fayetteville.  Mr. 

Joe was appointed to this   position by         

President John F Kennedy in 1963.  Ms. Evie is 

98 years old!!!!!  Please look at the picture, she 

is beautiful.  Thank you Robin St. John, (Joe 

and Evie’s daughter) for bringing her to see us.  

Ms. Evie was so excited to see everyone, but not 

as much as we were to see and talk with her. 

This lady should be the “ever-ready battery” 

model for sure.  

Theresa Pulliam was elected our Secretary/

Treasurer for the 2022-2024 terms.              

Congratulations Theresa!  A huge thank you 

goes to Ms. Ruby Britt for holding this position 

since 2019.  Theresa has a hard act to follow, 

Ms. Ruby has done an exceptional job. She is 

another wonderful “recycled teenager.”  This 

changeover will be in November at our Fall 

Conference/Changeover Meeting. 

How are you doing with your signing up two 

new members for our retiree group?                

Remember they can be a retiree or an             

associate, cost only $5.15 per month, $61.80 a 

year.  Please work on our membership, as of 

this writing Georgia is continuing to lead the 

nation with new members in Active and         

Retirees!!!!! Thank you retiree Roy Shaffer,   

you make us all look good. 

We can’t spell _PMA  without U!            

Together we can make a difference.     

Retiree President –Louise Nix 

~ Recycled Teenagers ~ 
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If you ever have an opportunity to 
visit the Gainesville Post Office 

there is a good chance you will hear SCS       
Corvette Johnson say, “Do the right thing.”  And 
with all the pressure that is being put on         
supervisors and postmasters these days to cut 
corners, you simply could not ask for any better 
advice.  

Of the twenty-five years I have worked for the 
post office, nineteen of them have been spent 
working in some form of Labor Relations.  From 
being a union steward for the NALC all the way 
up to being a Level 23 Area Labor Relations 
Specialist for CapMetro, North  Atlantic, and 
the Southern Areas.  And not to sound like my 
grandparents, but I can remember when the 
biggest problems an office had to deal with were 
unauthorized overtime and one or two           
employees with bad attendance. 

Today, we supervisors and postmasters are 
faced with problems we never saw coming, but 
the one that has the power to take us out of the 
game is still the same one we have always had to 
cope with; the pressure from upper               
management to make the numbers say what our 
bosses need them to.  Do not get me wrong, we 
should be doing everything we can to make our 
goals and to beat our competition.  Everything 
that is except, as our new district manager said 
at last month’s state convention, sacrificing our        
integrity. 

What I am trying to gently say is what many of 
you may have heard me say when you came 
through NSP: “They may yell at you for telling 
them you can’t get the mail delivered without 
help, and they may scream at you for reporting 
the delayed mail when they do not send any, but 
they can put you on EP, issue you corrective  
action, demote you, and even fire you if you 
take the easy way out. 

So, what should we be doing when we are     
confronted with those difficult decisions on a 
Monday morning while our bosses are    
screaming at us to “make it happen”?  Well, the 
simple answer is we should remember our job is 
to do the best we can with what we have, and 
that it is our bosses’ jobs to “make the           
numbers.”  In short, we should always be doing 
the right thing.  Because as of the writing of this   
article, I am currently representing six         
postmasters/station managers who are on EP, 
and that does not even count the ones who have 
already been issued corrective action. 

But here is the good news, all the postmasters/
managers I am currently representing did the 
right thing, and in the coming months I will be 
discussing the very boring steps they took, or 
did not take, that will ultimately save their jobs.  
Boring that is until you are the one sitting at 
home wondering what the hell just happened. 

 
 

 Chapter Member Representative - Kevin Cook 

                     ~Do The Right Thing~ 
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CANDIDATE FOR NATIONAL SECRETARY UPMA RETIRED 2022-2024  

I am Rosa Gonzales, and I would like to ask your support for National Secretary of the UPMA   
Retired at the National Convention in Saint Louis in 2022. I have been an active member of our 
organization since 1992. I realized right away I could learn so much at the meetings and make 
friendships that would last a lifetime. After joining I wanted to get more involved and started  
running for officer positions in the Texas Chapter.  I soon realized that by doing this I was     
growing as a person which helped in my career as a Postmaster, but more importantly the        
consequences of doing this was creating a Postal family that means more than words can express. 
I have held numerous offices within my Texas Chapter: Deputy Director, Director, First and    
Second Vice president, Two, 2-year terms as President, and I am currently the UPMA President 
Retired Texas  2021-2023. I have served on several committees at the state level: Audit,             
registration, training, P.A.C., bylaws, membership, legislative, scholarship, nominations,           
memorial service, hospitality room and anything else that needed to be done. I served on the    
National level, two years as Texas National Vice President. I have been honored to serve our      
organization on several committees at the National level: Co-Chair of the Retiree hospitality 
room, bylaws, membership, and most  recently as Area 11 Representative. I love this organization 
and working for you my extended family and want to continue to work for 
you as your secretary.   

 

Please come to Saint Louis in 2022  

VOTE  

Rosa Gonzales National Secretary UPMA Retired!  

 Bill Tierney here. Since announcing my candidacy for UPMA Retired National Treasurer I have 

been approached by some wondering what I will bring to the organization.  I can assure you for 

one, enthusiasm.  Diligence and integrity of our finances will be at the forefront.  My use of In 

the Mailbox and UPMA Gold won’t go away.  Sending emails out about topics that are                

relevant to retirees will continue.   Yes, it is the Treasurer position I am seeking, but you can be 

assured I will be a vocal Board member on all matters brought to your executive board. Asking 

members what they want out of UPMA is paramount. 

Here’s my email address: wctierney@charter.net 

Here’s my cell phone number: 608.697.5920 

Here’s my address: 523 W Edgewater St Portage WI 53901-2043 

Email, text, call or better yet, drop me a letter or card. Reach out to me anytime with questions or 

comments.  I want to know what’s on your mind.  What can UPMA do for you? 

I look forward to seeing many of you in St Louis at our National Convention and ask for your 

support and VOTE. 

So remember the 3 T’s 

Tierney + Treasurer = Transparency 

mailto:wctierney@charter.net
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~ Saluting the American Flag ~ 

Miss Penelope Anne Shadburn, great-granddaughter 

of Mrs. Nora Moon, retired postmaster of Hiram, GA.  


