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He isn’t here!  

He is risen from the dead,   

just as  

he said would happen.  

Matthew 28:6 NLT 

 

HAPPY EASTER 

From  

Your Georgia  

UPMA Executive Board 
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Busy, Busy, Busy - describes 
all of us & includes UPMA! In 

January we met in Saint Louis for a 
weekend Membership Training Acade-
my with the theme “Think Big…Be Big.” 
The weekend was filled with excellent 
training & idea sharing. It was informa-
tional & interactive which kept us on 
our toes. Our own Roy Shaffer was on 
the program sharing his success & offer-
ing advice to anyone struggling. The 
membership report ending February 
28th  shows Georgia leading the Green 
Team in the National Membership Con-
test. Thank you for all you do to grow 
our chapter. Georgia is a great chapter & 
UPMA members are special folks, dedi-
cated to the mission & only a phone call 
away. So lets reach out to everyone to 
share the  advantages of being a mem-
ber. We can Think Bigger and Be Bigger,  
because Florida is always      nipping at 
our heels! 

 We just returned from Washington, DC 
& it was quite a different experience 
than in the past. We had an                  
appointment in the Cannon Building at 
3 pm & it was very quiet inside the 
building. There were very few on the 
streets.  Some of our meetings were via 
Zoom & others were with the represent-
atives or senators staffers. The biparti-
san bill HR 3076  had passed the House 
a few days prior & was headed to the 
Senate. It was so exciting! This was a 
culmination of what UPMA had been 
working on for so long. There was a 
clerical error when sent to the Senate. It 
went back to the House for correction & 
should be voted on in the Senate by the 

time you are reading your Peaches & 
Print. Finally there is progress for the 
USPS!  UPMA members have had a 
huge part in this. It’s something to be 
proud you’re a part of. Georgia had one 
first timer in attendance.  I had the priv-
ilege of sitting by her on Monday. I tried 
answer the questions she had about 
WEP and the impact it has on Civil Ser-
vice employees & retirees, prefunding 
mandate, & why we should enroll in 
Medicare when we become eligible. I 
hope she and her friends will be  in      
attendance in 2023. 

 We just visited the Crowne Plaza in 
Peachtree City to plan our State Con-
vention. I hope you make plans to at-
tend. I know it’s hard to get away due to 
coverage but plan now. I would like to 
have 50 active employees in the room 
when our District Manager speaks to us. 
If only a few attend, Ms. Garrett might 
get the wrong impression and think   
UPMA is not important to us. If you 
have questions there will be no better 
place to get answers. Interested in a   
detail? The MPOOs will be attending. 
Introduce yourself, let them put a face 
with a name, & begin the conversation. 
You can go as far in the USPS as you are 
willing to work for it. 

 In closing I would like to thank all of 
you for your prayers, cards, texts, & do-
nations. Your support during this diffi-
cult time of losing my mother is over-
whelming. As the days get longer don’t 
fill them with more work. Smile, be hap-
py, make memories because love lasts 
forever & will live on even in a loss like 
this.  Thank you for all you do. 

 President—Becky Manley 

                        ~Busy Busy Busy~  
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As a former postmaster and 

MPOO, I heard “I just don’t 

have the time to…” frequently from my 

poor performers. I’m not talking about 

the genuine, unprecedented recent     

challenges that all offices have faced due 

to “COVID Christmas.” I’m talking about 

normal everyday operations where    

Monday is crazy and the rest of the week 

you play catch up and make some        

progress towards your goals. 

Over and over, when I dug into the issue 

the person was really saying one of three 

things. One, I don’t like doing or don’t 

know how to do that part of my job so I 

avoid it. Two, I’m too busy doing       

someone else’s job. Three, my life out-

side of work takes too much of my time.   

Let me give you an example. First, let’s 

agree that everyone has the same 24 

hours in a day. Let’s also agree that very 

few things we do are required but rather 

a choice. Now on to the example.       

Postmaster Smith is a great                 

communicator and his people love him. 

He hates paperwork but he loves coach-

ing his daughter’s basketball team. 

Smith’s office loses a clerk and two 

RCAs. Smith knows he needs to start the 

hiring process but his employees con-

vince him it is a low priority since they 

are getting more hours and everything is 

covered. Sound familiar? Smith decides 

to wait to hire since he doesn’t really un-

derstand the process and hates all the 

paperwork.  So what if he has to occa-

sionally cover a lunch or take out a few 

packages? Time passes and Smith does 

more and more craft work to make ends 

meet. His postmaster work gets farther 

and farther behind. He realizes he needs 

to hire with peak season on the horizon 

and another carrier going out with sur-

gery, but basketball season just started 

and the team is counting on him to be 

there for after school practice and games. 

What does Smith do? Is his situation re-

ally about time or choices? I think we all 

see what happened and why. Smith’s 

choices created his situation, not a lack 

of time.  

Membership in UPMA is a choice and 

I’m glad you took the time to join. One of 

the biggest advantages of membership, 

besides the network of committed     

members, is knowing you have access to 

the Adverse Action Legal Defense Fund if 

you ever need it. The catch is it doesn’t 

cover you until you complete one year of 

membership. Can anyone afford to wait 

to have this protection available?     

Think about the Postmaster Smiths you 

know. Ask them to 

join today. 

 Executive VP/Membership — Angela Collier        

~I just don’t have the time to…~ 
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 Once again, we are fortunate 

to welcome the month of 

March!  Hope all of you are healthy and 

happy as we march strongly into the new 

year.  Time seems to pass at such a rapid 

pace in the postal world.  I have many 

times stated that a day is a week, a week 

is a month (especially February), an a 

month turns into a year around here.  I 

have always heard that time speeds with 

age.  I am not so sure that the                 

acceleration is not enhanced a bit when 

the USPS is involved.  

Well do you know what time it is?  You 

guessed it!  It is time to make your plans 

for attending the state convention.  

Wow! Another convention already?  Yes!  

It is right around the corner.  This year 

the state convention is going to be held 

in beautiful Peachtree City.  The event 

will be June 9-11.  I really look  forward 

to seeing each one of you during this      

conference.  

We are currently finalizing the plans for 

the event, but we will have food, fun,  &  

fellowship for sure.   Each year we       

welcome honored guests from our      

UPMA National Office.  What a great 

way to get to know those who represent 

your interests. We should be visited by        

candidates on the campaign trail for     

future national officers.  We are planning 

on a training session or two, a special 

guest for motivation to us all, and a 

crowd favorite, of course: the postal      

version of “To Tell the Truth” by our 

panel of experts!  

Thursday upon arrival please plan to 

stop by the hospitality suite for a brief 

hello.  Thursday evening after the       

welcome dinner, for any or all who want 

to    participate, we will have a good old-

fashioned Bingo event.  Friday will be 

packed with    speakers, training, & our 

organizational business.  Friday night we 

will host a  dinner followed with musical 

entertainment. Saturday more of the 

same, concluding the event around 

lunchtime.  All this and vendors too!  A 

variety of vendors have been invited for 

the event for a bit of retail therapy dur-

ing the breaks in our sessions.  

 What a great time of year to visit this 

beautiful venue and city.  Peachtree City 

boasts of its more than 100 miles of   

pathways which can be used to walk, 

hike, bike, run or drive a golf cart.  Of 

course, we want you in the sessions but if 

you bring your family, there is an          

abundance of activities to keep them 

busy as well!   

Continued pg 7  

  

   

 2nd VP/Convention Chair – Gina Talley     

  

~It Is that Time Again~ 
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 Editor — Scarlet Middleton 

 

~Do You  Have A Bucket List?~ 

 Never attended a State Convention?  

Wonder what all the hype is about?  First 

timers, we want you to be all timers!  

Please plan to join us for these few days 

in June.  We elect our officers for the 

coming year for the UPMA state chapter.  

We need you and we want your voice to 

be heard.  Come let us get you on the 

path to being an active participant of the 

UPMA, not just a Peaches & Print       

subscriber!   

Arrive on Thursday and stay through      

Saturday or Sunday. Pricing is good for 

one day before and one day after the ac-

tual event. I look forward to each one of 

you attending & putting faces with the 

names I see appearing on the roll.                                                                                     

Remember there is power in knowledge 

and UPMA is an avenue to keep your 

knowledge growing! Look forward to   

seeing you all in June!    

I love the 2007 movie The 

Bucket List with Jack       Ni-

cholson and Morgan Freeman. If you 

haven’t ever watched, it is about two   

terminally ill men on a road trip with a 

wish list of things to do before they   

“kick the bucket.” 

If we don’t live our days by goals or 

plans, chances are that we spend too 

much time caught in a flurry of day-to-

day activities, whether working or          

retired.   

Having just had another birthday I find 

myself feeling I have allowed too many 

days to pass by without any tangible out-

put? I often reflect on what I accom-

plished in the past week, month, year.  I 

look at the things that I have been doing 

and the things that I plan to do next. Do 

they mean anything to me if I die today?  

Having a bucket list reminds me of what 

is really important so that I can act on 

them.   

Even if you live by goals or to-do list, 

they are probably framed within a social 

context, such as performance, career,  or 

health.  A bucket list opens up the      

context for your life. It’s a list to identify 

everything you’ve ever wanted to do, 

whether big or small, purposeful or    

random.  

It’s just like planning all the highlights 

for YOUR life. Even though I have goals, 

I have found many new things to do 

while   writing my own list. It was an in-

sightful exercise & it gave me enthusiasm 

to make future plans for my life!  

The objective of creating the list isn’t to 

create some fear-based mentality toward 

death. The whole point of the bucket list 

is to maximize every moment of our     

existence and live our life to the fullest.  
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Legislative/PAC Chairman— Robin Bugg  

  ~Legislative Priorities 2022~ 
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It’s been a busy start to 
2022.  The Georgia Chapter 

had five members attend the             
Membership Training Academy          
conducted by the National Office in St. 
Louis in mid January.  We received some           
excellent training, tools, and techniques 
to help increase membership.  Then it 
was on to the Steakout in Florida at the 
end of January.  Thank you to Barbara   
Whidden, our own Scarlet Middleton, 
and the Florida Chapter for a fun     
weekend with some delicious food.  Mid    
February found us in Washington DC for 
the Legislative Summit.  How exciting to 
be in the Capital the week Congress 
passed the Postal Reform Bill and sent it 
over to the Senate.  Unfortunately, due to 
a clerical error, we didn’t get to see the 
Senate vote on the bill while there.  It 

does look like the bill will be back in the 
Senate the first week in March so make 
sure to contact our Senators to ask for 
their support.  Most recently, the State 
Convention planning committee met in 
Peachtree City to plan the upcoming   
convention in June.  As always, the    
committee had the membership in mind 
when setting the registration cost.  The 
registration will be $30 for active and 
$20 for retirees.  This price is just a small 
fraction of the cost the chapter will be 
paying for the three meals you will        
receive while attending the convention, 
not to mention the networking 
and information you’ll receive from     
national, area and district speakers.  We 
look forward to seeing old friends and 
making new ones while there! 
 

 Chapter Secretary/Treasurer  - Tammy Cantrell 

                      ~Georgia UPMA 2022~  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Scholarship Donations  

     

In Memory of Shane Dover 

Nancy Chapman & Theresa Pulliam 

 

In Memory of Hazel Phillips, Melba Jackson & 

Johnny Adams 

Tammy Cantrell, Louise Nix, Theresa Pulliam & Roy Shaffer  
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In the last issue I discussed your  im-

portance as a retiree to this great      or-

ganization.  I challenged you to help us 

get our retirees back in  attendance at 

our meetings, luncheon, national       

convention, and to sign up two members 

in 2022.  To date, no one has responded 

with suggestions or to the fact they have 

signed up a retiree.  I understand it is 

hard to keep being active when you 

aren’t feeling well.  What I can’t            

understand is just deciding, “I am 

through with UPMA.”  For years, we had 

a great group of retirees.  The Georgia 

Chapter has always said we couldn’t have 

a meeting without the help of our          

retirees. While other chapters may not 

depend on retirees as much as we do, we 

understand they are the lifeblood of this 

organization.   I understand time and age 

plays a part, but we are having postmas-

ters/managers retire monthly.  Why are 

you not interested in being part of us?  

Would someone help me   understand 

why our retirees are no-shows?  I would 

love to hear from you regarding things 

we might do to better our organization.   

Gene Turner, son of the late Margaret 

and Joe Turner, has been cleaning out 

the attic of his parents’ home. Mr. Joe 

was Postmaster of Hephzibah, Ga.  You 

can just imagine all the  articles he has 

discovered.  Gene has graciously sent 

items of interest to me.  One of the items 

is a copy of the book Fred Peterson 

wrote, “Around the Cracker Barrel.” This 

book is full of humorous short stories 

about people and the post office.  What a 

great book and what great   memories.   

Though the stories are fictitious, he used 

many of his friends names, such as Joe 

Turner, Paul Burroughs, Billy Bryant, 

along with others to emphasis the        

stories.  These men were great leaders in 

the Post Office and our Management   

Organization.  They talked the talk and 

walked the walk for Postmasters.  They 

were active until they passed.  In fact, the 

last day of Joe Turner’s life was spent 

walking the Halls of Congress, fighting 

for laws and bills that are still in effect 

day.  The day after we walked those halls, 

Mr. Joe did not come down to catch the 

bus. Upon investigating he was found 

dead from a heart attack.  I was honored 

to remain in DC with the body and be the                  

liaison for his family.  However, my big-

gest honor was to  escort his body back 

to Georgia.          

 

 

 

Continued p 14 

Retiree President—Louise Nix 

 

~2 for 22 What’s your Count???? ~ 
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This man did not work by the hour; he 

worked until the job was completed no 

matter the time it took and  he did exact-

ly that on his last day.  You see, I feel   

obligated to continue what Mr. Joe and 

the many others who have walked before 

me did for postmasters  and a responsi-

bility to continue the work for the better-

ment of postmasters/managers.    

Whether we are active or not, it is our  

duty.  Retirees, please help me get our  

fellow retirees back in the swing of       

attending our meetings and participating 

in helping others.  New   retirees, we 

need you!!!!  Retirees if you have let your  

membership expire, please consider              

rejoining. For $5.15 a month you can be 

a part of this organization NS with help 

others.  Your first 6 months are free!!! 

See 1187R in the publication. 

Mark your calendar, June 9-11, 

Peachtree City will be our State          

Convention.  Retirees can attend for the 

very low registration fee of $20.00.  

This will include three meals, bingo,             

fellowship and fun.  I encourage you to 

attend.  

Remember, We cannot spell  

_PMA without U! 

 

Days of  yester years !! 

Dennis Spruill postmaster of Ila on his Retirement Day  

January 4, 2000. Carl Ivey, postmaster  

Hartwell, Louise Nix, postmaster Cleveland, &  

Barbara Tuggle, Postmaster of  

Winterville.  Dennis’s widow Janet still attends our  

meeting  with Atlanta Postal Credit Union. 
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 For the past two years, there’s 
been a concerted effort to erase 
large parts of United States his-

tory. People  forget that history is a very 
important part of the future. We can’t 
put all our efforts into the    present. To 
erase all the parts of the past that offend 
us or we want to forget is not a good 
thing. History has shown that things in 
the past that were erased and mostly for-
gotten, happened again.      UPMA   
membership is much the same. All na-
tional and state officers must be     active 
EAS and all have term limits. That is the 
way it should be. Things in today’s Postal 
Service are constantly changing and only 
active EAS can keep up with all of the 
changes.  UPMA still needs to    remem-
ber the past and look to the       future. 
Membership is a very  important part of 
all three. It seems to me that the active 

members are putting more        emphasis 
on recruiting   active members while the 
retiree's emphasis is on          recruiting 
associates and recently          retired. The 
membership contest, which has been in 
place for the past three years,  rewards  
chapters more points for active versus 
associates/retirees. I think that encour-
ages chapters to concentrate more on re-
cruiting active members.   Although ac-
tive members bring in 3 times as much 
dues revenue as associates/retirees, the 
membership contest should award the 
same credit for all new   members. By not 
doing so, it sends the message that active 
EAS are of more  value than the retirees 
(past) and the   associates (future). The 
retirees provide so much assistance and 
knowledge to      national/chapters and 
the associates are the future of this or-
ganization.  

 Chapter Member Representative - Roy Shaffer 

                     ~Ramblings of an Old Man~ 

CANDIDATE FOR NATIONAL SECRETARY UPMA RETIRED 2022-2024  

I am Rosa Gonzales, and I would like to ask your support for National Secretary of the UPMA Re-
tired at the National Convention in Saint Louis in 2022. I have been an active member of our or-
ganization since 1992. I realized right away I could learn so much at the meetings and make 
friendships that would last a lifetime. After joining I wanted to get more involved and started 
running for officer positions in the Texas Chapter.  I soon realized that by doing this I was grow-
ing as a person which helped in my career as a Postmaster, but more importantly the conse-
quences of doing this was creating a Postal family that means more than words can express. I 
have held numerous offices within my Texas Chapter: Deputy Director, Director, First and Sec-
ond Vice president, Two, 2-year terms as President, and I am currently the UPMA President Re-
tired Texas  2021-2023. I have served on several committees at the state level: Audit, registra-
tion, training, P.A.C., bylaws, membership, legislative, scholarship, nominations, memorial ser-
vice, hospitality room and anything else that needed to be done. I served on the National level, 
two years as Texas National Vice President. I have been honored to serve our organization on 
several committees at the National level: Co-Chair of the Retiree hospitality room, bylaws, mem-
bership, and most recently as Area 11 Representative. I love this organization and working for 
you my extended family and want to continue to work for you as your secretary.  

Please come to Saint Louis in 2022 and VOTE for Rosa Gonzales National Secretary 
UPMA Retired! Thank you 
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I hope most of you are aware that I am a        

candidate for the position of Treasurer for 

UPMA Retired.  Some have asked me    

questions concerning why I am running and 

even why would you want to do this.  Let me 

share with you my history and desires for 

UPMA. 

My rail card will give you all the formal in-

formation concerning my postal career 

along with my Postmaster’s/UPMA life. I 

am not going to bore you with those facts, 

but instead talk from my heart. My pastor 

says listening to your heart can sometimes 

get you in trouble. I hope you will hear me 

out.  

 I became active with this organization in 

1980 and as the saying goes “I haven’t 

looked back.”  I was encouraged to join, tak-

en under someone’s wing, was taught and 

trained how to be a better Postmaster.   I 

immediately grew to love our organization, 

along with the sincere desire to help others. 

If you don’t really know me, then you are 

not aware of the care I have had and contin-

ue to have for Postmasters/Managers.  So 

many times in the last 40 years, I have 

found myself feeling the pride of a parent 

who just watches their child reach a major 

accomplishment in their lives.  What is so 

different about that?  Well, this sense of 

pride was at Postmaster’s Oath of Office 

Ceremonies, when these members finally 

were awarded that office where they had 

strived to become a Postmaster and times I 

had worked to help them understand more 

about their jobs or the ability to work with 

our district staff in solving issues that were 

a concern to Postmasters.  What a sense of 

pride, knowing you had a small part in  

helping them.  You see, I have accomplished 

nothing on my own.  Hundreds of people 

have helped me along the way, so many of 

them from this great Postmaster’s              

organization.   

Though I have retired from “active” duty as 

a postmaster, I have not retired from being 

a member of UPMA, nor the fact I can still 

be a help to others.  My love and devotion to 

this organization drives me to continue to 

work for the betterment of UPMA along 

with its members.  It is very important to 

me to continue working for the organization 

that has given me so much in my life. I 

know I am a better person today because of  

UPMA!!! 

Why am I running:  I love UPMA, I still 

have a lot to give, I care about our members, 

I care about growing our membership, and I 

want to help others. 

I loved being a postmaster and I love being 

a part of this great organization.  I have no 

plans to stop working or caring, just because 

I can!!!!!  I have always tried to live my life 

with the intent of people being able to say, 

“She gave more than she took.” With your 

help, I can continue to work for and with 

UPMA in the position of Treasurer. 

Meet me in St. Louis! 

Vote Louise Treasurer --You can 

count on me.” 

Vote Louise Nix  

Treasurer UPMA Retired 
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