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 Editor - James Terrell 

“Honor all of your veterans” 

 President—Wendy Spears 

“State Convention” 

 

As I write this article, we are one week past our state convention at 

Unicoi State Park in Helen. If you missed it, you missed a great one!  

We had 117 in attendance with 46 active members.  It was an absolute 

privilege to have Chief Retail & Delivery Officer Kristin Seaver join us 

as our keynote speaker. We were also very fortunate to have our Dis-

trict Manager Lisse Garrett and HR Manager Robert Brown join us, 

along with some of their staff to speak and take part in our panel dis-

cussion. Buddy Klein gave an attendance control presentation and 

Sharon Golden conducted training on creating your HERO profile. 

 

Our very own Gina Talley kept us in stitches Thursday night as she 

called over 20 games of Bingo and Friday night the Dash Crasher 

band had us dancing until they closed the night with one final song. 

Saturday we had a very inspiring guest speaker, Tina Thomason who 

had us riveted to the edge of our seats. A group of Postmasters and 

Managers enjoyed ziplining before the convention started and the 

“Florgia” girls ended our weekend by shooting the HOOCH. When we 

planned the convention in the early spring of 2021 we didn’t know what 

Coivd would have in store for this years convention, but 2021 showed 

up and showed out. This years convention was fantastic! 

 

Looking forward, we have the 5th National Convention in Sandusky, 

Ohio 8/14 – 8/20, the Legislative Summit in Washington, D.C. 9/26 

– 9/29, and our Fall Conference 10/21 – 10/22, location to be deter-

mined. We have set aside up to $750 for the National Convention and 

up to $500 for the Legislative Summit per member who doesn’t other-

wise receive reimbursements to go. You must attend all required meet-

ings and events to qualify for the money. We welcome all members to 

get involved, get active and attend. It’s very informative, it’s rewarding 

personally and professionally, you meet lifetime friends and it’s really a 

lot of fun. Please contact Wendy or Tammy with any questions. 

 

As always, I want to remind you: 

If requested, directed, or approached for an interview, the follow-

ing should be your initial statement: 

If this interview is part of an investigation of a criminal matter I request 

to be represented by an attorney prior to any interview. Until I have my 

attorney present, I do not agree to sign any document, and will not 

answer any questions. I also will not make any written or oral state-

ment. I do not consent to any search without a warrant. If you provide 

me with a search warrant, I will not resist the search while reserving 

legal objections to it.   

If this interview is not part of any criminal investigation, I request to 
contact my UPMA representative for advice and to be present with me 
for the interview. I will appear with my UPMA representative and orally 
answer questions. I decline to provide any written statement and re-
serve my legal right to refuse to answer any questions that may intend 
to incriminate me  

As long as I can remember Memorial Day has been celebrates 

in the month of May to honor those who lost their lives in service 

to our country. In 1999 Congress designates May as National 

Military Appreciation Month. This was done to give the nation the 

opportunity to show their appreciation for troops past and pre-

sent. The Unites States Postal Service has honored this and 

recognized the veterans that they employee as well. 

However, this year I believe someone made a sad error in 

judgement. Just before the end of the month I received a Priority 

mailbox in my office. I opened it up to find a notice from LD&D 

stating the items enclosed were for showing our veterans appre-

ciation. The notice also stated that if we had any veterans that 

were not listed to please let them know and they would send 

items for them as well.  

I had a new PSE that had just started the week before. He is an 

Army veteran. I picked up the phone and called LD&D to notify 

them that I would need enough items to honor him as well.  

:D&D then informed me that the veterans appreciation items 

were for “career” employee veterans only. I voiced my concern 

to the individual I was talking to, and she stated that the same 

concerns had been brought up on the zoom meeting and the 

decision had been made.  

SO, now I am using this forum to express my concern. I do not 

know who oversaw the zoom meeting, but I do know they need 
to reconsider their Logic. The United States Postal Service 
brags about how many veterans they hire. They do hire a lot. 

However, if you are going to honor your veteran than you should 
honor all of your veterans. Not just the ones in career positions. 
We all served! 



5                    Peaches & Print July/August 2021 

 

 Executive Vice President /Membership chair—Robin Bugg 

 

“Retired from USPS….but NOT from UPMA”  

 Scarlet Middleton-Legislative/PAC chair 

“Who Receives UPMA PAC funds?” 

I hope this article finds you and your family well. Just got back 
from the state convention and 
WOW, what a fun time. If you missed it…. you missed an awe-
some opportunity to have a blast, while 
networking and building relationships. This was my first UPMA 
convention as a retiree. I have been 
thinking a lot about my journey, as an active postal employee, 
and where it brings me to now. What 
are some of the most important things in my journey? I really 
believe it is all about the relationships 
you make along the way. Let’s talk a minute about relationships 
and the connection to UPMA. I began 
my NAPUS/UPMA relationship 20+ years ago. I have enhanced 
my knowledge and seen so many places 
(that I would never have seen), it is amazing. These relation-
ships are lifelong…..and also expand outside 
the conferences/conventions. We have laughed together and 
cried together. Friendship/Relationships 
can appear in many forms as you go through life. I challenge 
you to come to the National 
Convention and Legislative and get involved. LEAN IN AND 
LISTEN….It is fun, if you like smiling and 
laughter. Don’t procrastinate…..YOU are in control of 
YOU….what are you waiting on??? See you at 
the next event. Keep involved and look at the website - gaup-
ma.com. 
Okay, now let’s talk about retirement. Will I continue to be ac-
tive in UPMA…..That is a NO-BRAINER… 
YES! I want to explain why. I love and I am thankful for my 
years at the USPS. I will say it wasn’t always 
a smooth ride….But what is??? No, I am not in the hot fire any-
more, but that doesn’t mean I 
can’t still help the ones that are still working. I have been there, 

survived, and have a t-shirt to 
prove it…lol. I can be the sounding board for you and would be 
honored to support you. Please don’t 
ever hesitate to call me, even if you just want to let some steam 
off. 
I would like to share a couple of pics from the past with you. 
#throughbackpics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and bring a friend to the next even! See you soon….Robin 

 
Generally, UPMA PAC only supports incumbent Members of 
Congress, and does not get involved in Presidential campaigns. 
The National UPMA Government Relations Team uses an exten-
sive process to determine whether a Member of Congress will 
receive financial support, and how much. Questions are asked 
when assessing an incumbent Member of Congress: 
 
* Is the Member of Congress on the committee of jurisdiction 
over the Postal Service?  
* Is the Member of Congress in a leadership position, or does the 
Member have     seniority in Congress? What is his/her ability to 
influence legislation? 
* Is the Member of Congress on a key committee, such as Ap-
propriations, Budget, Commerce, Rules, or Ways and Means? 
* Is the Member of Congress a sponsor or cosponsor of a bill that 
benefits UPMA members? 
* Does the Member have a good "voting record" on key postal 
legislation? 
* Can the incumbent win reelection? 

* Is the Member of Congress accessible to UPMA during Hill 
office visits and during visits in the home districts? 
 
To make sure that Members of Congress recognize the UPMA 
members they represent, the National UPMA Government Rela-
tions Team encourages UPMA members to attend fundraising 
events in congressional districts. If you know of a district event in 
your area and are interested in attending contact me. I will con-
tact the national office and the Government Relations Team will 
evaluate the event to determine if beneficial to UPMA and you 
will be contacted if approved. As a result, when Postmasters, 
Postal Supervisors and Managers need to visit with a Members 
in the district or on Capitol Hill, Members will recognize their 
names and affiliations with UPMA.  
 
Candidates for the House and Senate of the United States Con-
gress are all eligible to receive funds from our PAC. State repre-
sentatives and gubernatorial candidates are not eligible.  
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 2nd Vice President/Convention Chair– Gina Talley 

“Growing Season” 

Hope this finds all of you well and enjoying this beautiful sea-

son.  Thank you so very much for each one of you who were 

able to join us for the UPMA State Convention last month at 

Unicoi!  We were blessed with awesome weather and a good 

time seemed to be had by all.   I sincerely hope you all know 

how much we enjoyed seeing you and getting to visit even if for 

just a brief time.  We are already making plans for the Fall Con-

vention and I sincerely wish to see you all again and bring a 

friend! 

Our Fall Conference will be October 22-23.  That is the off 

week for GA Football so no excuses!  Still in the planning stag-

es for the event, but we are trying to make sure the location is 

as centralized as possible for all our Great Georgia attendees.  

Fall will be here before you know it.   Please be sure and save 

the date.  October 22-23. 

While talking with your coworkers ask are they Members of the 

UPMA.  If they are come on, and if not, why not?  A year of free 

membership! I sincerely want everyone who can join with us, to 

join!  The first time I visited a UPMA Event after joining it was 

like going back to 4-H Summer Camp.  Now we have yet to 

sing Kumbaya or have a crafts class, but we do have training 

sessions and business.  Don’t let that get you discouraged, 

remember we can make anything fun if we try.   UPMA is a 

great organization and with all the changes – UPMA can be 

your information Hot Line!  Our National Executive Board fre-

quently meet with the PMG!  We have an inside view to the big 

round table!  So please become an active member – we need 

the support and you need the information.  

Our work family dynamic is changing.  Some may think for the 

better, some may have their doubts, but one thing for sure is 

that we are changing.  Faith over Fear is something that has 

been taught to me all my life.  I firmly believe we must have the 

Faith that the change is good.  What is to be will and we will 

grow from that change.  Scary, well yes, it is not the predictable 

events which make life interesting it is the unexpected ones 

that keep us on our toes!  

As we evolve with these changes, we are watching our friends 

either leave the service or changing their areas of expertise. I 

have heard some saying it is if they are working for a new com-

pany!  Look to this change as a growing experience.  I have 

often said those who do not learn something new daily or 

weekly at the Post Office are just not trying.  We are such a 

diverse agency, with an abundance of positions – there is al-

ways room to learn something more.  Outside of the comfort 

zone, well maybe, but what an opportunity!   

Our positions at this great company are all pieces of an elabo-

rate puzzle.  Each doing the part that holds the entire picture all 

together.  Leave out some you may still see the picture, but just 

not as clearly as when we all join to get that common goal.   

I know it is frustrating with the uncertainty of who to contact 

with all the multiple support staff changes.  Even more reason 

to be a more active member with UPMA.  At our Round table 

discussions with the District staff, you have an opportunity to 

put a face with the names, and so do they.  We all work for the 

same company, it is good to know who you need to call on for 

various task.  With the changes we all face, we must network to 

keep that puzzle pretty!    

This is the season for us to grow, to gain more knowledge, and 

to be better at what we all do every day. This is the time that 
we must again have the Faith that the change we are facing, is 
going to soar us to new heights for ourselves and our customer 

base.  Make this growing season one of a bumper crop and 
grab the opportunities facing us all with both hands and hang 
on.  It may be a bit of a wild ride but remember we all in this 

together and you can be assured that the UPMA is here by 
your side the entire way through.  

 
 

I’d like to give a big shout out to Gina, Wendy and Louise for the 
great job on the State Convention in Unicoi.  I think everyone 
enjoyed themselves and was able to fellowship with other UPMA 
members and guest.  Your Executive Board voted once again to 
give back to the membership by setting aside money to assist 
members who attend the National Convention in Sandusky OH, 
August 14 - 20, 2021 and the 2021 Legislative Summit, Septem-
ber 25 - 28.  The board voted to spend up to $15,000 with no 
member receiving more than $750 for the National Convention 
and $10,000 with no member receiving more than $500 for the 
Legislative Summit.  The funds will be divided between the 
members attending each event that don’t receive any other re-

imbursement and members must attend all sessions of each 
event.  If you are thinking about running for an elected position 
of the GA Chapter at some time, one of the qualifications is that 
you must have attended at least one of these events.  Ask any-
one that has ever attended either of these events and they’ll tell 
you it’s a great opportunity to learn more about our organization 
and the Postal Service and to make lifelong friendships. Hope to 
see you there. 

 Secretary/Treasurer - Tammy Cantrell 

“Giving Back” 
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Ramblings of an Old Man 

The Georgia District posted 130 EAS positions to 

affected employees only. Some areas will be getting new 

MPOOs with little experience. Some of the promoted EAS, may 

have little or no experience in their new position of supervising 

employees. Think of when you got that first EAS promotion. 

Reach out and offer assistance and guidance to your new 

neighbor or MPOO. Also, when these positions are awarded, we 

need to be proactive and offer the one-year free membership to 

any non-members. If you notify me of any EAS announcements, 

I’ll let you know if that person is or isn’t a current member. Every 

EAS should belong to a Management Organization and UPMA 

offers the best Legal Defense Plan. If you’re not comfortable 

selling job insurance, let me know and I’ll contact your new 

neighbors. 

 

The Georgia Executive Board is looking for members who are 

willing to be assistant Chapter Member Reps to help the three 

current Chapter Member Reps as needed. EAS employees 

should always be held to a higher standard than craft employ-

ees. The higher the EAS level, the higher the standard. We’ve 

had people offer in the past to be Chapter Member Reps, some 

were in trouble and thought being a Chapter Member Rep would 

protect them from future discipline. Chapter Member Reps do 

the job to help people. I’ve had many cases where I disagreed 

with the proposed discipline. Some that I thought were too leni-

ent and suggested longer retention periods or greater discipline. 

You have to remember to not take cases personally and don’t 

allow past cases with issuing officials to have any bearing with 

future cases concerning the same issuing official. Nothing in 

business should ever be personal. If you’re an active EAS, you 

are allowed time on the clock to represent other EAS. Besides 

the satisfaction of helping others, you will be paid mileage. 

 

If you’re interested, send me a letter (Roy Shaffer, 162 Poplar 

Way, Winder Ga, 30680-8318) outlining your Postal experience 

and your reasons for wanting to be an assistant Chapter Mem-

ber Rep. If not currently, you will be required to be active in UP-

MA and attend meetings. There will be training provided to 

those selected by the Executive Board    

 

Always remember these two questions when you get that call 

from your boss: 

Do I need representation?  

If the answer is no, then ask: May I bring representation? 

 

"Honor is doing the right thing no matter the cost or conse-

quences to oneself." 

 Chapter Member Representative - Roy Shaffer 

Ramblings of an Old Man 

 

Hello Retirees, 

 What a great State Convention we had, thanks to Gina 

Talley and her committee. The location was beautiful, the meet-

ings were very informative, the food was awesome and the fel-

lowship with everyone was great. We had a great attendance of 

active and retiree members. I would like to thank Jeanne Dover, 

Danielle Frazier and Donna Elrod for hosting the hospitality room 

and all who provided food.  They did a great job!  

 Our retiree meeting was on Friday with several new 

retirees attending. Also attending was our UPMA National Retir-

ee President Rodney Boland and his wife, Donna Loud UPMA 

Retired Area 6 Representative, and Linda Carter UPMA Gold 

coordinator. With our finances in good standing, we voted to 

donate $1000.00 to the Georgia UPMA scholarship fund in hon-

or and memory of all our retirees. We held our elections, Louise 

Nix was elected President and Rebecca Spivey was elected 

Vice-President. Congratulations to each of them, I know they will 

do a great. Their two year terms will begin on November 1, 

2021. Our fall meeting will be held on October 22-23 at a loca-

tion to be announced. Check the website www.gaupma.com for 

more details as they become available.  

 We missed everyone that was not able to attend. Look-

ing forward to seeing you at our fall meeting in October. 

       

 Theresa Pulliam 

 Retiree President - Theresa Pulliam 

“Attention Retirees” 

http://www.gaupma.com
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After months of being masked, cooped up, (isolated in some cas-

es) and trying hard to keep ourselves apart from others, UPMA 

retirees broke free and gathered en masse in the North Georgia 

mountains for our State Conference in June. Maybe it was the 

mountains calling – or perhaps, the storms many active postmas-

ters/managers wearily weathered over the past year – that 

caused us to need a larger room for our UPMA Retiree meeting.  

     Whatever the reason, I was happily surprised to see so many 

NEW retirees.  A total of 23 retirees squeezed into that meeting, 

and five decided their spouses should also join the membership. 

We are always glad to have National Retiree President Rodney 

Boland with us; and this year Donna Loud (Florida), Area 6 Rep-

resentative, and Linda Carter (N. Carolina) joined us as well. 

     We hope to see many of you in Ohio in August. 

Ruby Britt 

Retiree Secretary/Treasurer  

 Retiree Secretary/Treasurer—Ruby Britt 

“Finally Together Again” 

2021 GA UPMA convention 
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David Lovett-Retired Postmaster  Dawson GA  

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS: 

Would you like to remember someone who is sick 

or shut in or maybe in memory of a lost loved one? 

You can  make contributions to the scholarship 

fund in their name. For more information please 

contact Tammy at: 

tlcantrell@windstream.net 

Send your donations to: 

Tammy Cantrell                                                                       

State Secretary/Treasurer                                                           

 

Roy Shaffer:  in memory of Jason Baugh’s mother-in-law, Dawn 
Sorrells’ dad & David Lovett 
 

Tammy and Louise:  David Lovett 
 
GA Chapter UPMA Retirees made a $1000 donation to the schol-

arship fund 
 
Wendy Spears made a donation in honor of Louise Nix and Roy 
Shaffer. 
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Periodical Postage  

PAID at 

Lexington, GA 30648 

Dates to remember 

 

5th UPMA National Convention 

Sandusky Oh 

August 14th –20th 

2021 Georgia Fall Conference 

To be determined 

2021 Legislative Summit  

September 26th-29th 2021 


