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 President - Becky Manley 

“To the Hill and Beyond” 

 Editor - James Terrell 

“What a Great Legislative Summit” 

I have just returned from my second legislative summit. I trav-

eled with 28 other UPMA members from the state of Georgia 

and 420 Postmasters and managers from across the nation. It 

was an awesome experience and one that once again I will 

never forget. I have been an active voter for 32 year and never 

miss my chance to vote in an election. However, until last year I 

didn’t realize how important it is to get to know the people we 

are voting for. Not just their platform that they run at election 

time but what their views are on what is important to me.  

 Right now, one thing that is important to me is Postal 

Reform. It is our livelihood and our retirement that is at stake. 

The Postal service has moved right along conducting business 

for our customers. However, we have defaulted on the require-

ment of the prefunding mandated in the Postal Reorganization 

act of 2006 and now last year the Postal Service defaulted on 

payment into our retirement plan. It doesn’t matter what party 

you support not paying into retirement directly affects you. It is 

time for our leaders to pass much needed comprehensive Post-

al Reform before it is too late. It is beginning to affect our retire-

ment. What is next? 

While I was in Washington D.C, the group I was with had the 

privilege of speaking to Congressman Austin Scott of the eight 

district of Georgia, Nathan Baker aide to congressman Jody 

Hice of the tenth district of Georgia and Congressman Rob 

Woodall of the Seventh district of Georgia.  

It was very apparent to me that the people we got to meet with 

had been working on Postal Reform. They where much more 

up to date on what was going on in the Postal Service than they 

seemed to be when we spoke to them last year. However, 

when I was speaking to Rob Woodall  I mentioned to him that 

the math was in the prefunding requirement was based on old 

data and I was surprised when he stated that he had never 

heard that side of it before. We still have a lot of work to do to 

get our elected officials up to date on what is going on in the 

Postal Service. However, they still managed to pass a bill re-

lieving the Postal Service of the prefunding mandate through 

the house but there did not seem to be much hope of it passing 

the senate.  

 This brings me to another thing that I have learned 

while going to these summits. My understanding is that a bill 

starts out in the house of representatives in a committee. The 

committee works out as many issues in the bill as they can then 

they attempt to get other congressman to sponsor the bill. If 

they get enough sponsors for the bill, then it goes up for vote in 

the house. Once passed it goes to the senate and must pass 

the house and then be signed by the President of the United 

States to become Law. Congress has the duration of that ses-

sion of congress. Each session of congress is 2 years begin-

ning on January 3rd of the odd numbered year and ending on 

January 3rd of the following odd numbered year. If the bill is not 

passed during that session, then it must start all over in commit-

tee for the next session of congress. This means that we need 

to get Postal Reform passed this year or everything must start 

over after January 3rd of 2021. Please understand I am not a 

politician, so this is just my Layman understanding of how this 

works.  

 I hope to see even more people at the legislative sum-

mit next year but don’t wait until then to talk to your congress-

man. They are more accessible now than ever before. You can 

call email or even meet them when they have a function here in 

Georgia.  

Hope this finds everyone well. Yes, it's that time of year again. 
Twenty eight Georgia Chapter members just returned home 

from the Legislative Summit in Washington, DC. Georgia had 
the largest group at the Summit. Thank you, Thank you for 
taking your time and finances to make this trip. As a way of 

giving back your Executive Board again this year set aside 
funds to offset the cost provided you attended all meet-
ings.  For several of you this was your first trip of many I hope. 

It's so important to the survival of the Postal Service and our 
jobs. By being there you are doing your part in making our 
voices heard for Postal Reform. Also, you got the information 

straight from the horse's mouth. Just because we are home 
doesn't mean our work is over. Stay in contact with your Con-
gressman or Senator and their staff. Get to know them. To 

push Postal Reform across we will need a champion. Some-
one who believes in us, sees the need, and value in what we 
do every day. Who knows it just might be your representative 

because of a relationship you build. 

 
Our State Convention will be in beautiful Callaway Gardens 

this year. Your attendance is a must for us to be successful. It 
is also important to your personal success. This will provide 
you with opportunities to speak to District and Area Managers 

about concerns you have, and beneficial training. 
There are candidates running for State offices as well as Na-
tional and changes to our Articles and Bylaws will be voted on. 

Remember what they say, if you don't vote you can't com-
plain. No absentee voting in the Georgia Chapter you have to 
be there. Having said that we had 44 active members last 

year to vote. Let's shoot for 60 this year. We have a great 
chapter. Put away the cares of the world for one weekend and 
joins us. You'll be glad you did. 



5                    Peaches & Print Mar/Apr 2020 

 

 Executive Vice President/Membership Chair—Wendy Spears 

“Postmasters Storm The Hill” 

Twenty eight UPMA active and retiree members from Georgia 

stormed the hill this past week. Postmaster General Megan Bren-

nan spoke and answered questions for over an hour. If you didn’t 

attend, you missed a great opportunity. Where else do you have 

face to face access to the PMG? (Our chapter offered up to $500 

per member who attended the conference and met with a handful 

of congressmen.)  

 

Not only did we get the latest news from Megan and get to share 

our concerns with her, but we had an awesome time networking 

with 420 of our peers across the country.  

 

“Networking is … about building long-term relationships and a 

good reputation over time. It involves meeting and getting to 

know people who you can assist, and who can potentially help 

you in return”, says the Michael Page team. 

 

Networking gives members the opportunity to get firsthand 

knowledge of what is happening around the country and get a 

heads up on what might be coming to us soon. It also gives us 

access to so many people that can help us in our day to day jobs 

as Postmasters and Managers. I have become friends with mem-

bers who have expertise in labor, rural and city delivery, fi-

nance… you name it, if you need help with any area of managing 

your office or just want to know more, our conferences and con-

ventions are the place to go. Chances are someone else has had 

the same issue you might be facing in your own office and they 

are willing to help and share their knowledge.  

 

Many connections and friendships were developed and strength-

ened as we traveled to D.C. and advocated for fellow postal em-

ployees and the Postal Service. We got down to business meet-

ing with our congressmen and their aids, but there was also time 

to explore and have a little fun. I encourage you to get involved 

and join us at our state convention in May at Callaway Gardens 

and our national convention in July, which will be held in St. Louis 

this year. 

 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or any of our executive 

board if you want to get involved. We will be happy to get you 

started and coming to these events.  

 

Wendy Spears 

Executive VP/Membership 

 

Congressman Austin Scott 

https://www.michaelpage.com.au/author/michael-page-team
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 Chapter Member Representative - Roy Shaffer 

Ramblings of an Old Man 

 Secretary/Treasurer - Tammy Cantrell 

 

 Retiree President - Theresa Pulliam 

            

I want to thank Angela Collier for agreeing to share her 
knowledge and experience by becoming a Chapter Member 
Rep. Joe and I can sure use the help. 
 
I’ve had a busy holiday season even though I’m retired. I’ve 
attended as many as three investigative interviews in a day, 
seven investigative interviews in a week, and two mediations in 
a day. Many of the issues were due to lack of knowledge/
experience or the Postmaster/Manager reacting instead of act-
ing. Once you decided to become a Postmaster/Manager, it 
became your responsibility to gain the knowledge to be suc-
cessful in your position even if the Postal Service isn’t willing to 
provide training. Although Joe and I have retired, we try and 
stay current on the changes taking place in the Postal Service. 
Joe is one of the most knowledgeable persons I’ve ever known 
but we but must put forth the effort to gain the additional 
knowledge needed to stay current with changes. Even though 
we no longer have access to the Postal Service INTRANET, we 
can research all the Postal Manuals on the INTERNET. If you 
have a question, try typing the question into the search section 
of the blue page. You’ll get many references pertaining to an-
swering your question. The knowledge is out there. You just 

need to be willing to put forth the time and effort. 
 
If you know of a Postmaster/Manager who is not a current mem-
ber of UPMA, reach out and convince them to join. To be enti-
tled to the UPMA Legal Defense Fund, you have to be a dues 
paying member for one year. I talk about the importance of be-
ing a member of UPMA to all the Supervisor Essentials & Post-
master training classes but many don’t join until they’re in trou-
ble, at which time it may be too late for free legal assistance. 
 
Always remember these two questions when you get that call 

from your boss. 

1) Do I need representation?  

2) If the answer is no, then ask: May I bring representa-

tion? 

 
 

Roy Shaffer 
Semper Fidelis 
 

Due to a fall after Tammy returned home from the Legislative Summit, which ended in a broken arm, there will not be a 
Secretary/Treasurer Article. 
"What some people will do to avoid writing an article!!" 
Get well Tammy!!!  
 

We enjoyed a great trip to Washington, DC for the Legislative 

Summit. There were 420 attendees with Georgia having 28 at-

tending. On Monday, PMG Megan Brennan spoke to our group. 

She encouraged us to continue to be passionate about the 

Postal Service. At the conclusion of her discussion, UPMA re-

tired Past President Jack Wilkins invited PMG Megan Brennan 

to join UPMA Retired and she graciously accepted! On Tues-

day, we headed to the Hill to meet our Senators and Congress-

men to present our concerns for the future of the USPS. Since 

Congress was not in session, we were able to discuss these 

concerns with their aides and Legal Assistants. We truly missed 

those of you who were unable to make the trip to Washington 

this year. We look forward to seeing all of you at the State Con-

ference this year. The Conference will be May 14-16 at beautiful 

Callaway Gardens. 

Theresa Pulliam 

Ga UPMA Retiree President 
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 2nd Vice President/Convention Chair– Scarlet Middleton 

New Year’s Resolutions 

The 4th Annual Georgia UPMA State Convention will be held at 
the beautiful Callaway Gardens Mountain Creek Inn on May 14-
16, 2020.  The Inn is currently being remodeled and will be 
ready in time for the convention. The room rate is $115.00. If 
you would like to make it a family event or an extended vacation 
for yourself the rate is available three days prior to and three 
days after the convention. There is much to see and do in and 
around Callaway Gardens. Experience the Callaway Discovery 
Center, Birds of Prey, Cecil B. Day Butterfly Center, Robin Lake 
Beach, bike or walk through nature trail, and off site is Warm 
Spring and much more in the area.  

The convention will begin Thursday with a golf tournament and 
in the evening there will be welcome dinner for everyone in the 
hospitality suite.  

Friday will begin with opening ceremonies in the Magnolia Ball-
room, followed by guest speakers from UPMA HQ, USPS Area 
and District offices.  A luncheon honoring the retirees will be 
held in the Sweetbay Ballroom. After lunch the retirees will hold 
their meeting in the Georgia Room and for the working folks we 

will resume our meeting in the Magnolia Ballroom with a panel 
discussion and training. The day will conclude with dinner and 
entertainment in the Sweetbay Ballroom.  

Saturday will be the Georgia UPMA business meeting and addi-
tional training will be provided to help you be successful in your 
daily USPS duties/task.  

Check Peaches & Print at gaupma.com for updates to the tenta-
tive agenda. Your personal invitation will be arriving in your 
mailbox soon.  

So, make your reservations and join us at Callaway Gardens for 
networking, training and fellowship. I look forward to seeing you 
there!  

 

 

Scarlet Middleton 

2nd Vice President  

4th Annual Georgia UPMA  

State Convention 

May 14-16, 2020 

Tentative Agenda 

Thursday – May 14, 2020 

11:30 - Golf Tournament  

 2:30-5:30 – Registration – Lobby 

 3:00 -  Hospitality Suite 

 3:00 – Nominating Committee Room – Wine Cellar 

 3:15 – Audit Committee (location to be determined) 

 4:00 – GA UPMA Executive Board Meeting Room – Wine Cel-
lar 

 7:00 -  Welcome Dinner – Hospitality Suite 

Friday – May 15, 2020 

 8:00-10:00 – Registration – Mountain Creek Ballroom Complex 

 8:15 – Door Prizes – Magnolia Ballroom 

 8:30 - Georgia UPMA Call to Order – Magnolia Ballroom 

            Invocation - Presentation of Colors – Pledge 

 Welcome – Postmaster Pine Mountain 

 Recognition of Distinguished Guests  

 Recognition of Retirees and First Timers 

 9:15 – Rodney Boland, National President, UPMA Retired 

 9:35 – Kathy Frame, National UPMA Vice President – East 

10:00 - Gulf Atlantic Speaker 

10:45 - Break & visit Vendors Room  

11:00 - Cap Metro Speaker 

11:30 – Meet the Candidate and Elections  

12:15 – Lunch 

  1:15 – Retiree Meeting – Georgia Ballroom  

  1:15 – Panel Discussion  

  1:50 – Training Classes 

  4:00 – Refreshments – Hospitality Suite 

  7:00 – Dinner, Swearing In Of Officers & Entertainment – 
Sweetbay Ballroom 

Saturday – May 16, 2020 

  8:15 – Door Prizes 

  8:30 – Georgia UPMA Business Meeting 

  8:45 – Memorial Service  

  9:10 -  Officers Reports 

  9:45 -  Break 

10:00 – Constitution & By Laws 

10:30 – Training 
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Georgia UPMA 
4th Annual State Convention 

                                          May 14-16, 2020 
 

 
17800 US Hwy 27 

Pine Mountain, GA 31822 
800-225-5292 

Room Rates: $115.00 
 

Convention Registration – Please Register by May 1-2020 
 

All EAS, Spouse/Guest…………….…..…………………….…..$50 
Retirees, Spouse/Guest…………………………….……………$45 
On-Site Day Participation (includes lunch)…….….…… $30 

 
                                                  First Timer? ______ 

 
Please help us manage our funds by checking the meals you will be attending: 

 
Thursday Dinner___Friday Lunch___Friday Dinner____ 

Dietary Needs_________________________________  
 
 

Name________________________________________ 
 

Address_______________________________________ 
 

Title___________________ Office__________________ 
           

Checks payable to:  GA UPMA 
                                      Mail Registration Form & Money to: 

Tammy Cantrell 
116 Abb Helton Rd 

Cleveland GA 30528-3700 
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 Legislative Pack—Robin Bugg 

Let’s Think Legislative   

   2020 “ON THE HILL”  
 

WOW, what a GREAT Legislative Summit!  Some people may think it was a WHIRLWIND….and YES, is 

was fast and furious; however, the purpose of visiting “The Hill” is to show how PASSIONATE our bills are 

to our hearts…. and our future.  The Georgia Chapter of UPMA had 28 members present! Georgia had the 

largest group of any state….another WOW! Thank you, thank you, and thank you for taking your time and 

money to represent everyone’s present and future. Plan now for next year! Going to Washington DC is 

huge, but do you know what is just as impactful? Represent where you are, where you live, where you so-

cialize…..Louise Nix told me a long time ago, it is important to know your congressman, but it is more im-

portant that they know YOU. 

Study the USPS bills, write letters, make phone calls, schedule meetings…etc.  Below are a few sites, local 

locations, and phone numbers that will jump start you in contacting your senator/congressman.  

<http://thomas.loc.gov>;  <http://www.house.gov>;  <http://www.senate.gov> 

Senators: 

David Perdue Atlanta Office - (404) 865-0087 

Kelly Loeffler Atlanta Office - (770) 661-0999  

 

Congressman: 

District 1 Buddy Carter - Brunswick Office—(912) 265-9010 / Savannah Office-(912) 352-0101 

District 2 Sanford Bishop - Albany Office-(229) 439-8067 / Columbus Office-(706) 320-9477 

District 3 Drew Ferguson - Newnan Office-(770) 683-2033 

District 4 Hank Johnson - Decatur Office-(770) 987-2291 

District 5 John Lewis - Atlanta Office-(404) 659-0116 

District 6 Lucy McBath - Sandy Springs Office-(470) 773-6330 

District 7  Rob Woodall - Lawrenceville Office-(770) 232-3005 

District 8 Austin Scott - Tifton Office-(229) 396-5175 / Warner Robbins Office-(478) 971-1776 

District 9 Doug Collins - Gainesville Office-(770) 297-3388 

District 10 Jody Hice - Milledgeville Office-(478) 457-0001/Monroe Office (770) 207-1776 

District 11 Barry Loudermilk - Woodstock Office-(770) 429-1776 /Cartersville Office (770) 429-1776 

District 12 Rick Allen - Augusta Office (706) 228-1980 / Dublin Office (478) 272-4030 

District 13 David Scott - Jonesboro Office (770) 210-5073 / Smyrna Office (770) 432-5405  

District 14 Tom Graves - Dalton Office (706) 226-5320 / Rome Office (706) 290-1776 

 

Again, Thank you for making this Legislative Summit “GREAT”. 

Robin 

http://thomas.loc.gov
http://www.house.gov
http://www.senate.gov
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 Georgia chapter UPMA Proposed articles and bylaws changes for 2020 

 

Article XIII 

 

Parliamentarian 

NO PRESENT READING 

 

PROPOSED NEW ADDITION 

 

The Parliamentarian is required to attend all chapter meetings. They responsible for keeping the chapter meetings in order as per-
taining to Roberts Rule of Order.  They shall be reimbursed for registration, lodging and mileage to attend the State Convention 
and Fall Conference, provided reservations are made at the established rate per room available during the room block. Mileage will 
be paid to attend Changeover Meeting.   A copy of all expense vouchers shall be rendered to the Secretary/Treasurer after approv-
al by the President. 

 

Reason:  Parliamentarian is required to attention meetings and should receive compensation for incurred expense. 

 

 

 

Article XVIII 

 

Presentation at National Convention 

PRESENT READING: 

 

National Convention Roll Call voting Procedure.  When preparing for roll call votes to be cast on elections, amendments, etc. at the 
National Convention, vote shall be taken by paper ballot at the annual chapter Convention.  The results of the election govern the 
procedure, for how the Chapter’s votes will be cast at the National Convention by the chapter president.  The results of the votes 
shall be 

Recorded by the National Office.  The Chapter President must send the results to the National Office within 10 days of the conclu-
sion of the convention.  On the issue of elections, the Chapter’s official vote must be taken at the Chapter Convention the year that 
the election will take place at the National Convention.  The Chapter will have the option to block or percentage vote. 

 

PROPOSED NEW ADDITION 

 

In the event that there are issues that are presented at the National Convention that were not available to be considered at the 
Chapter Convention that require a roll call vote, The vote will be handled in the same manner (block or percentage) as at the 
Chapter Convention of the same year. 

 

Reason:  We do not have an article in place if we have to vote on issues at the National Convention. 

 

 

Housekeeping: 

 

Vote to allow changes in numbering of Articles and Bylaws.  

 

Reason: 

With the addition of the Parliamentarian, the numbering, after this new insertion, of each Article will change. 

 

Vote for Articles to be effective immediately after State Convention. 

Bylaws must be in effect before National Convention. 
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Still a Fresh Coat of Energy and Passion! 

 

 

Sherwin Taylor for Vice President East 

 

 

 
 

I’m back!  A year later, more experienced in both my Postal career and UPMA, I’m asking for your vote and support as candi-

date for Vice President of the East.  The past year provided me opportunities for details as a Retail Specialist for the TN District, 

which has broadened my postal knowledge and prepared me to better assist UPMA members with RCE shops, revenue genera-

tion and response to customer surveys.  I have a passion for educating members and I think I can bring new ideas to the ave-

nues that we use for UPMA training.  

 I am familiar with what this generation looks for in an organization. I have the energy to work membership with passion.  The 

majority of my career lies ahead so, I must be committed to finding ways to increase membership to secure UPMA’s future.  To 

be successful, I believe we need to be more than “fire insurance” for members. Under a new Postmaster General’s leadership, 

we must prepare our members for successfully navigating through change.  I want to be part of the UPMA partnership that 

drives that success. 

Last year, I campaigned as a “new voice” because my membership has only been UPMA. I do not focus on the past, instead I 

plan for the future.  I traveled to several states and met amazing members that shared their interest, encouraged my campaign 

and became my friends.  I do not count last year as a loss.  I am grateful for the opportunity that broadened my UPMA horizon.  I 

sincerely believe that the experience has developed me into a potential Board member that can better serve our membership. 

I pledge to be your voice, to share my passion for UPMA, to listen to your ideas and to always remember that I serve you.  

Please feel free to contact me about my campaign.  I welcome your input.  Once again, I ask for the opportunity to work for you!  

Sherwin Taylor      

(432)426-6951 

Jclaybriarpatch@yahoo.com 
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Elect Susan Rice 

     

UPMA National Secretary Treasurer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since announcing my candidacy to be your next National Secretary-Treasurer last summer, I’ve been humbled by the outpouring 
of support I’ve received from my UPMA family.  The encouragement from my fellow members across the country has been over-
whelming. It was awesome to see so many of you last week at the Legislative Summit and to have an opportunity to talk to you 
individually and hearing your concerns. It is critical to receive feedback from fellow members. After all, this is YOUR organization. 

 

During these uncertain times, UPMA needs experienced leaders who respect the past, have a thorough grasp of the present, and 
possess dynamic vision for the future. I believe I am such a leader and would be honored to have your support.  Throughout my 
career, I have proudly and assertively represented my UPMA family at the chapter and national levels. With your support, I will 
continue to do so. 

 

Serving both as President and as Editor for my chapter, I learned firsthand how hard it is to get everyone involved, but also how to 
get things done. I am proud to be part of the Alabama Chapter -- with the highest percentage of Postmaster membership in the 
country!   

 

As a National Vice President, I have served as Executive Board advisor to the editor and as advisor to multiple USPS Areas. Most 
recently, as the Board advisor to the Southern Area, I served temporarily as the Postal Area Coordinator. Wearing both hats for 
the Southern Area and representing our members from both positions provided me a unique opportunity to understand these roles.  
Having served with committees conducting numerous audits of the organization’s finances, I pledge to you that I will keep our fi-
nances in order and that I will answer promptly any questions raised about specific issues.  

 

Our financial health is better than ever. Under the current board’s leadership, our Reserve Accounts have increased by almost $3 
million since the end of 2016.  I have consistently advocated avoiding expenditures that do not lend value to our membership, and 
I will continue to do so.  

 

My thorough understanding of our finances combined with my experience on our national leadership team gives me an advantage: 
I’ll “hit the ground running” as your next National Secretary-Treasurer.  I won’t need any “learning curve” to do this job.  I will, how-
ever, need your support and your vote.  Together, we will make UPMA stronger than it has ever been.  
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              The Great State of Georgia Extends UPMA Members 
A Peachy Welcome  

2020 Southern Officers Conference 
October 8-11, 2020 

 
Name_______________________Title__________________________ 

 
Address_______________________________State_____Zip________ 

 
Email____________________________State Representing__________ 

                         
October 14, 2019—February 29, 2020 $125.00 

March 1, 2020-September 1, 2020 $150.00 
After September 1, 2020 and on site $175.00 

 
The Crowne Plaza Atlanta Airport Hotel 

1325 Virginia Ave 
Atlanta, Ga. 30344 

844-369-8559 
Use code SOC UPMA deadline for room reservations Sept 16, 2020 

Room Rate $115.00 per night (Breakfast NOT included) 
 

Make checks to SOC 2020.   Return Registration form and fee to  
SOC 2020 Roy Shaffer 

162 Poplar Way 
                                                  Winder, Ga.  30680-8318 

  
Questions contact Louise Nix 706.878.6173, louisenix@yahoo.com or 

Scarlet Middleton 912.288.4978, scarletis47@gmail.com  
  

Flying___ Atlanta International Airport ATL   **airport shuttle service is in-
cluded  

Driving__ Daily Parking fee at hotel $7.00 
 

SEE YOU REAL SOON!!! 

 

mailto:louisenix@yahoo.com
mailto:scarletis47@gmail.com
http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1782226.htm
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 Jamie Dodd Panell - Postmaster Baldwin  

Jefffrey Doyle– Postmaster Tyrone 

Johnnie C. Gilbert—Postmaster Roswell 

Michael Benevento-Postmaster Athens 

Don Cheney-Clarkesville  

Quantez Freeeman– Manager Eastwood 

Sahira Raymond-SCS Riverdale 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Caron Owens Plant Manager-Peachtree 

Bradley Ledford– MOPS 

Terry Clemons - MPOO 1 

Chudney Oliver MPOO 6 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Otha Williams –Mother of Mr. 
Gregory Martin Manager of Law-
renceville Crogan Postal Facility 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS: 

Would you like to remember someone who is sick 

or shut in or maybe in memory of a lost loved one? 

You can  make contributions to the scholarship 

fund in their name. For more information please 

contact Tammy at: 

tlcantrell@windstream.net 

Send your donations to: 

Tammy Cantrell                                                                       

State Secretary/Treasurer                                                           

 

 

 

 

Your Donation Here! 

 
 
 
Tammy Cantrell– Recently fell and broke her arm.  
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Periodical Postage  

PAID at 

Lexington, GA 30648 


